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LESBIAN/GAY 
SUPPORT NETWORK 





NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY DECEMBER 15th, 1PM 


AT OUR LAST MEETING 


With the success of the State conference, PRIDE ‘79, behind 
us, the Network is making plans for the coming year. The 1980's 
will be a crucial period for our community. Last Spring’s reaction 
by the State House to Governor Thornburgh’s Gay Pride Week 
proclamation and the introduction of the MacDonald anti-Gay bill 
in the US Congress should be signals to us that Lesbian/Gay rights 
are constantly under attack, and we must increase our activities 
and efforts if we are to achieve those basic freedoms. 


STATE CONFERENCE 


Mary Nancarrow and Rodger Beatty volunteered, and were ap- 
proved by the membership, to be co-chairs of PRIDE ’80. Their 
first task will be to survey possible sites for the conference, which 
will be in the Harrisburg area, and to present them for final ap- 
proval at the December meeting. The Network has also charged 
them with preparing a preliminary budget (for the January meet- 
ing) and suggesting a theme (for the February meeting). Ideas for 
the theme are now being solicited, as are volunteers for the plan- 
ning committee, and if you are interested, please contact Mary or 
Rodger at the Network address below, 


FUNDRAISING 


As was reported in the last issue of this newsletter, the Network 
lost almost $325 on PRIDE ‘79. And, as of the November meet- 
ing, the Network treasurery was less than ten dollars. Some con- 
tributions and newsletter subscriptions have since come in, and 
we were able to pay the Network’s bills. However, it is currently 
costing us about $50 a month to operate — almost $40 for the 
newsletter, and $10 for general office expenses — and if we are 
going to be effective with our other projects, we will need to raise 
much more. If all the people who presently receive our newsletter 
for free would contribute $5, or more, we would be able to meet 
the monthly expense of printing and mailing. Those who have not 
yet subscribed are urged to fill out the coupon below. 

Plans are underway for additional fundraising. In February 
there will be a bar benefit in Allentown, and people from the 
Lehigh Valley area should contact the Northeast Pa. Regional Co- 
ordiantor - Dianna Muros - at the Allentwon Gayline (215-435- 
1314) or at the regular Network address, if they can help. A series 
of performance benefits will be held in March. On Friday March 
14th, an ‘‘Evening With Gertrude Stein” will be presented, in con- 
junction with the Gay Culture Festival, in Philadelphia. Starring 
the inimitable Pat Bond, this one-woman show has drawn rave re- 
views; was the hit of the 1979 American Library Association Con- 
vention; and was recorded and broadcast on the Baltimore public 
television station. Saturday March 15th, in Harrisburg, and Sunday 
March 16th, in Pittsburgh, will bring performances, by Pat Bond, 
of a completely new version of her act ‘‘Conversations With Pat 
Bond”’, which was such a success at PRIDE ‘79. 

Make plans now to attend these events and tell your friends. 
Serving on the committee for these benefits are Mary Nancarrow 
(Harrisburg), Beth McCullough (Pittsburgh), and George Bodamer 
(Philadelphia), contact them if you can help. The proceeds of 
these benefits will go to the Network’s Spring Primaries project 
and to PRIDE ‘80. 


ELECTIONS 


The annual election of officers, and selection of Regional Co- 
ordinators, was held at the last meeting. A motion was made and 
passed unanimously that the postion of Chair be filled by two 
people, a woman and a man. Elected as Co-Chairs were: Betty 
Noble, from the Lehigh Valley, and George Bodamer, from the 
Philadelphia area. Steve Leshner, Harrisburg, was elected Recorder, 
and Rodger Beatty, also from Harrisburg, was re-elected Treasurer. 
The membership approved Regional Coordinators from Western 
Pa.: Beth McCullough and John Zinsmeister; and from Northeast 
Pa.: Dianna Muros. Since there were no candidates, the following 
will act as interim Regional Coordinators — Upper Central Pa.: 


Rodger Beatty; Lower Central Pa.: Steve Leshner; Southeastern 
Pa: George Bodamer. We are actively seeking volunteers from 
these areas. The position does not require a great deal of work, 
but the effectiveness of the Network depends on strong commun- 
ications with all areas of the Commonwealth. 


FUTURE MEETINGS 


The Network meets once a month, and, unless otherwise noted, 
the meetings are on Saturdays at 1PM at the Friends Meetinghouse, 
6th & Herr Sts., Harrisburg. (The Meetinghouse is about 3 blocks 
north of the State Capitol building.) Dates for the next seven 
months are: 

Saturday December 15th 

Saturday January 19th 

Saturday February 16th 

Saturday March 15th 

Saturday April 19th ** 

**this meeting will be held in State College, Pa. 
Saturday May 17th 
Saturday June 14th 
Make notes on your calendar and plan to attend. In case of in- 

clement weather (ice, snow, plague or pestilence) call the Regional 
Coordinator in your area to find out if the meeting is still sched- 
uled, 


AT OUR NEXT MEETING 


The Executive Committee will be meeting one half hour be- 
fore the meeting, at 12:30PM. The Business meeting will begin at 
1PM with brief discussion of fundraising and PRIDE ‘80. Most of 
the meeting will be devoted to a discussion of strategies and plans 
for the 1980 Spring Primaries and Fall general elections. Candid- 
ates will be seeking party nominations for these offices on the 
April 22nd ballot: all 203 seats in the State House and half of the 
seats in the State Senate - those from uneven numbered districts; 
the 25 US Congressional districts in Pennsylvania; delegates to the 
Democratic and Republican Presidential nominating conventions; 
Pennsylvania Attorney General; and one US Senate seat. 

Issues which can be raised with candidates for the General 
Assembly (House and Senate) include sodomy law reform, custody 
for Lesbian/Gay parents, equal employemnt, etc. Candidates for 
Attorney General should be queried on their stand on prosecution 
of victimless crimes and the constitutionality of the sodomy law. 
Congressional office seekers can be asked their positions on the 
Gay rights bill already introduced in Congress and on how they 
would vote on the anti-Gay MacDonald bill. Delegates to the con- 
ventions might be approached on their support of a Lesbian/Gay 
rights plank in their respective parties’ national platforms. US 
Senatorial candidates should be asked if they would co-sponsor 
and vote for the Tsongas Lesbian/Gay equal rights bill. And there 
are many more such issues which can be raised, 

The Network is inviting people from our community who have 
been active in the political process to attend this meeting, and we 
encourage anyone interested to come. We would like to consider 
such questions as: How do we best approach the leadership of 
State government to prevent further erosion of our rights? What 
kind of issues should be on a questionaire to candidates? How do 
we insure response to those questionaires? How do we reach can- 
didates from areas of the state where the Lesbian/Gay community 
is not organized? What is the most effective way to make our 
issues and needs a part of these upcoming campaigns? 

The Network does not want to co-opt the energies or responsi- 
bilities of local groups, but we hope to be able to exchange ex- 
pertise and bring together enough people to make a strong impact 
on the elective process. It is time for our community to let those 
running for office know that they are not going to get our votes 
unless they respond to our needs. This meeting is important for 
the Pennsylvania Lesbian/Gay community if we are ever to have a 
Commonwealth-wide influence on the lawmakers and the laws 
which, for so long, have ignored us. Please try to attend. 


P.O. Box 4031 ALLENTOWN, PA. 18105 


(clip here and mail to: Pa, Lesbian/Gay Support Network - P.O. Box 4031, Allentown, Pa. 18105) 


( ) lam enclosing $5.00 for a one year subscription to the Network newsletter 
( ) | would like to support the work of the Network with a contribution of $ 


NAME _______ ees 


PADDR ESS 


UT a nts SLATE 


ZIP 








Please make check or money order payable to; Pa. Lesbian/Gay Support Network 


(all information on this form will be kept confidential) 


